all time failures
failures...are you a “failure”
failure too?
As a young man, Abraham Lincoln went to war a captain and returned a private. Afterwards, he was a failure as a
businessman. As a lawyer in Springfield, he was too impractical and temperamental to be a success. He turned to
politics and was defeated in his first try for the legislature, again defeated in his first attempt to be nominated for
congress, defeated in his application to be commissioner of the General Land Office, defeated in the senatorial
election of 1854, defeated in his efforts for the vice-presidency in 1856, and defeated in the senatorial election of
1858. At about that time, he wrote in a letter to a friend, "I am now the most miserable man living. If what I feel
were equally distributed to the whole human family, there would not be one cheerful face on the earth."
Winston Churchill failed sixth grade. He was subsequently defeated in every election for public office until he
became Prime Minister at the age of 62. He later wrote, "Never give in, never give in, never, never, never, never - in
nothing, great or small, large or petty - never give in except to convictions of honor and good sense. Never, Never,
Never, Never give up." (his capitals, mind you)
Socrates was called "an immoral corrupter of youth" and continued to corrupt even after a sentence of death was
imposed on him.
Sigmund Freud was booed from the podium when he first presented his ideas to the scientific community of
Europe. He returned to his office and kept on writing.
Robert Sternberg received a C in his first college introductory-psychology class. His teacher commented that
"there was a famous Sternberg in psychology and it was obvious there would not be another." Three years later
Sternberg graduated with honors from Stanford University with exceptional distinction in psychology, summa
cum laude, and Phi Beta Kappa. In 2002, he became President of the American Psychological Association.
Thomas Edison's teachers said he was "too stupid to learn anything." He was fired from his first two jobs for
being "non-productive." As an inventor, Edison made 1,000 unsuccessful attempts at inventing the light bulb.
When a reporter asked, "How did it feel to fail 1,000 times?" Edison replied, "I didn’t fail 1,000 times. The light bulb
was an invention with 1,000 steps."
Albert Einstein did not speak until he was 4-years-old and did not read until he was 7. His parents thought he
was "sub-normal," and one of his teachers described him as "mentally slow, unsociable, and adrift forever in
foolish dreams." He was expelled from school and was refused admittance to the Zurich Polytechnic School. He
did eventually learn to speak and read. Even to do a little math.
Henry Ford failed and went broke five times before he succeeded.
R. H. Macy failed seven times before his store in New York City caught on.
An expert said of Vince Lombardi: "He possesses minimal football knowledge and lacks motivation." Lombardi
would later write, "It's not whether you get knocked down; it's whether you get back up."
Michael Jordan and Bob Cousy were each cut from their high school basketball teams. Jordan once observed,
"I've failed over and over again in my life. That is why I succeed."
Babe Ruth is famous for his past home run record, but for decades he also held the record for strikeouts. He hit
714 home runs and struck out 1,330 times in his career (about which he said, "Every strike brings me closer to the
next home run."). And didn't Mark McGwire break that strikeout record? (John Wooden once explained that
winners make the most errors.)
Charles Schultz had every cartoon he submitted rejected by his high school yearbook staff. Oh, and Walt Disney
wouldn't hire him.

